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The Pride Center recently 
received an additional 
$100,000 HIV prevention 

grant from the Florida Department 
of Health in Broward County. 
Services will focus on outreach, 
testing, education, condom 
distribution and care linkage 
among Communities of Color.

“This is an opportunity to 
give a voice to the voiceless 
and hope to the hopeless,” says 
Lorenzo Robertson. Lorenzo, 
who coordinates The Center’s 
Couples Speak program, will 
see his role expand as he now 
also oversees the new staff for 
this project. 

“Many times in the black 
community not a lot of 
programs articulate the needs, 
the concerns, the views of 
same-gender-loving men of 
color,” says Lorenzo. “We must 
find new, organic, effective 
ways to address the barriers to 
HIV prevention.”

They’re calling this new 
program The Kiki Project. Along 
with other outreach and testing 
initiatives, The Pride Center will 
recruit popular or influential 
black gay and bisexual men 
to host Kikis in their homes or 
other social venues. 

Let’s Have a Kiki New $100,000 HIV Prevention Grant 
Focuses on Communities of Color

Joshua Gimenez-Scharlau, Edwin Scharlau III and Victor Gimenez+continued on page 4
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Fit & Fabulous

In 2008, Edwin and I began 
our first attempt at the 
adoption process.  This was 

before it became legal for gay 
couples to adopt in the State of 
Florida, and we knew it would 
be a convoluted process.  The 
agency we contracted and the 
Birth Mother we placed with 
were out-of-state.   We also had 
to bring on board both a lawyer in 
Florida as well as a lawyer in the 
birth-state.  For our specific case 
Edwin and I would have to claim 
we were bicoastal and had made 

arrangements to use a friend’s 
residence as our California 
address.  In the end and for a 
number of different reasons, we 
walked away from the adoption.  
The whole experience left us 
emotionally, physically and 
financially drained.

Fast forward to 2012. Edwin 
received an e-mail from The 
Pride Center about a family 
planning seminar.   We decided 
to attend and have been blessed 
ever since.  That night we 
introduced ourselves to 

Baby, Baby
By Victor Gimenez

“Thanks to the work of The Pride Center...
we now have a son”

Lorenzo Robertson will help oversee new Kiki Project     (Photo by Steve Shires)New monthly 
Sunday Bingo

Founder’s Circle reception 
at Sonesta

Stonewall Summer Pride
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The Pride Center celebrated 20 years of service in 
2013.  Our mission is:  “We provide a welcoming, 
safe space--an inclusive home--that celebrates, 

nurtures and empowers the LGBTQ communities 
and our friends and neighbors in South Florida.” The 
Center’s program and services meet the distinct cultural, 
health, educational, economic, social and safety needs 
of the LGBT community.  More than 30,000 adult and 
youth attended activities at the Center over the past year.  
We host more than 65 regularly-meeting groups each 
month.  Support, social and educational groups focus 
on women, seniors, youth, men, transgender, recovery, 
health, the arts, athletics, spirituality, games and more.  
Outreach activities over the past year directly impacted 
over 50,000 residents and visitors to South Florida.  The 
Pride Center is a major site for HIV testing, prevention, 

outreach, education, healthcare linkage, support, holistic 
health and counseling.  Stop in and learn about all we do: 
a community Flea Market; women’s health initiatives; 
family outreach days; Bingo; unique exercise classes; 
financial investment series; art gallery openings; adult 
educational opportunities through Pride University; 
Bingo; education for prospective and current LGBT 
parents; weekly “Coffee and Conversation” gatherings 
for seniors; music, movies and live theater presentations; 
a variety of health fairs; and a spectrum of creative 
symposiums, speakers, forums and events for the entire 
community.  We own five-and-a-half acres of property 
with 30,000 square feet of office space that provide 
homes for programs and services, as well as synergy 
among organizations.  Our Vision is to be the premier 
point of connection for our community.   

Pride Center Staff
Robert Boo, CEO, 

rboo@PrideCenterFlorida.org
Kristofer Fegenbush, MSW, COO,
kfegenbush@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Janet Weissman, Business Manager, 
jweissman@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Jorge Gardela, Health Outreach Director, 
jgardela@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Frank Gurucharri, PALS Project Manager, 
fgurucharri@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Roger Roa, Director of Development, 
rroa@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Samantha McCoy, Customer Service Coordinator, 
smccoy@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Listron Mannix, MSW, Minority Testing Initiative Manager, 
bmannix@PrideCenterFlorida.org
Jeff Grigsby, LIFE Coordinator, 
jgrigsby@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Magno Morales, CHOICES Coordinator,
 mmorales@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Emilio Aponte, M.Ed., CRCS Coordinator, 
eaponte@PrideCenterFlorida.org
Albert Taylor, Health Coordinator, 
ataylor@PrideCenterFlorida.org

S.F. Makalani-Mahee, Data Entry Specialist,
 smakalani-mahee@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Shanna Ratliff, Prevention Outreach Coordinator, 
sratliff@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Bruce Williams, Senior Services Coordinator, 
bwilliams@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Lorenzo Robertson, CouplesSpeak Coordinator, 
lrobertson@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Rafael Reyes, Healthcare Navigator, 
rreyes@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Ebony Wilson, ETI Outreach Coordinator, 
ewilson@PrideCenterFlorida.org  

Roya Amirniroumand, Women with Pride Coordinator, 
WomenWithPride@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Manuel Leon, Electronic Media and Marketing Coordinator, 
mleon@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Oscar Caballero, Linkage and Testing Specialist, 
ocaballero@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Rick Thomas, VOICES and Outreach Specialist, 
rthomas@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Daniel Dardenne, Testing Specialist,
 ddardenne@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Norris Wildhagen, Facilities Specialist, 
facilities@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Charles Dickey, Health Counselor, 
cdickey@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Chris Douglas, Testing Specialist, 
cdouglas@PrideCenterFlorida.org

William “Billy” Gall, Testing Specialist, 
bgall@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Stacey Wall, Testing Specialist, 
swall@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Bryon Bowlby, Executive Assistant,
 bbowlby@PrideCenterFlorida.org  

Todd Hammond, Information Analyst,
 thammond@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Julian Alterman, Outreach and Testing Specialist, 
jalternman@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Kenedy Alves, Outreach and Testing Specialist, 
kalves@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Edgardo Medina, Outreach and Testing Specialist, 
emedina@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Clarence Collins, Facilities Assistant, 
ccollins@PrideCenterFlorida.org      

Robert Bryant , Facilities Assistant, 
rbryant@PrideCenterFlorida.org  
Troy Brown, Facilities Assistant, 
tbrown@PrideCenterFlorida.org

The Pride Center
2040 N. Dixie Highway

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33305

Mail Correspondence to:
P.O. Box 70518

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33307-0518
(954) 463-9005

Fax (954) 764-6522
Email:  info@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Website:  www.PrideCenterFlorida.org

The VOICe newsletter is published in the memory and 
through the donation of the robert S. Kecskemety Trust.

When trying to articulate my feelings about 
marriage equality, sometimes it is hard to 
begin.  Why isn’t common sense enough?  

We are witnessing history in our lifetimes. On January 21, 
2013, President Obama became the first president to use 
the word “gay” as a reference to sexual orientation in an 
inaugural address, declaring the movement for equality to 
be part of America’s great civil rights struggles. On June 
26, 2013 the Supreme Court’s ruling struck down the 
Defense of Marriage Act. Recently, Judge Luis Garcia, 
who was appointed by Jeb Bush, ruled against Florida’s 
constitutional amendment banning marriage equality for 
Monroe County.  This is just the beginning of the house of 
cards to start falling within the state of Florida.

This past June, The Pride Center celebrated our 21st 
anniversary. During that time our mission has been to 
provide a welcoming safe space – an inclusive home that 
celebrates, nurtures and empowers the LGBT communities 
and our friends and neighbors in South Florida.  Also in 
June, we closed up our 2014 fiscal year.  The unaudited 
financials reflect the best year financially in the history 
of The Center. We continue to grow vital services to the 
community with the expansion of programmatic grants.  I 
hope you read the article in this issue regarding our new 
grant focused on HIV education, prevention and outreach 
in Communities of Color.  

Our Founders Circle, the backbone of our membership 
structure, continues to grow.  In 2006, we listed 70 
Founders; today we have over 285. Many people worked 
hard over the years to achieve this. Also in this issue is 
a great article explaining the benefits for businesses who 
want to market to the LGBT community by joining as a 
Business Founder.  Additional information and benefits 
can be found on our website or by contacting Roger Roa, 
Director of Development.

I’m very pleased to welcome Ernest Olivas to our Board 

of Directors.  Included in this issue is a profile on Ernest 
highlighting the great reasons why he wanted to join the 
Board and the excellent skills that he brings to our community.  
Ernest has been involved in The Center’s fundraising efforts 
for several years along with being a Business Founder and 
helping organize our Senior Health Expo.

New grants allow us to continue to grow our staff. In 
2006 when I started at The Center, we had seven paid staff.  
Today, we have 39 paid staff.  In this issue we highlight 
several Pride Center staff members.  Several have been 
here since 2005 and some are new additions to the team.  
People who work at The Center do so because of the 
passion and belief in our mission.  Any business model 
would love to duplicate that zeal in their workforce.

I close my conversation with you with a quote by 
Harvey Milk:  “All men are created equal.  No matter how 
hard they try, they can never erase those words. This is 
what America is about.”  I remember these words as I try 
to focus on that light at the end of the tunnel.

Light at the end of the Tunnel
A letter from Robert Boo, C.E.O. of The Pride Center at Equality Park
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Our Time Has Come

Our Time Has Come

A Bobby Kyser Event  - Panache Style

“Gay Nuptials” mission is to provide an intimate, upscale, yet comfortable event where 

engaged same sex couples can connect with potential hotels, vendors and their affiliates with 

products, services and knowledge for their wedding.

One hundred percent of all ticket sales will 
be donated to The Pride Center at
Equality Park

Entrance to “Gay Nuptials” a wedding showcase,  
including over 35 vendor suites

Free Parking

Passed mimosas, bloody marys & champagne

Open Bar with Vodka’s, wines & beer 

Passed Hors d’oeuvres & food samples

Dessert & candy samples

Swag bag with vendor cards, brochures & samples

Live music & entertainment throughout the show

$20 donation Includes:

Hagen Park
Center

08.17.2014
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

2020 Wilton Drive

In January of 2005, I received a phone call from a dear 
friend who was-at that time-the Board Treasurer of the 
then Gay and Lesbian Community Center. He asked if 

I would be interested in a part time job as the bookkeeper.
I had previously worked in the not-for-profit world and found 

it to be one of the most rewarding and satisfying ways to earn 
a living.  Not because the pay was the best, but because at the 
end of the day I felt like I had made a difference in a small way.

The Jewish term for this is “tikkun olam” which means 
heal the world.

After just a few weeks on the job, I went into then-Executive 
Director Paul Hyman’s office and said, “You know this isn’t 
really a part-time position.” He said, “Yeah, I know.”

I have been in charge of the Flea Market. I’ve helped 
with women’s programming (because I was then the only 
female on staff, and felt passionate about the need) with our 
old Lavender Events.  Of course I organize Bingo every 

month. Oh yes, and I manage the day-to-day finances, too.
Now after almost 10 years working in the LGBTQ 

community, I have acquired an amazing amount of 
knowledge, experiences and most importantly, friends.  

In today’s world I do not believe there is anyone who 
has not been touched by HIV or who has not lost someone 
close because of the virus.  I am no exception to that.  In 
college, I worked in theatre and lost so many dear and 
very talented young men I knew then. Their talents were 
not able to develop and shine on the world but hopefully 
because of the work and commitment of everyone at The 
Pride Center, the future will not extinguish other young 
men. So Dean, Dalton, Bill, Barry and so many others--I 
balance the books for you.

And one more thing—we have a NEW Bingo starting on 
the 4th Sunday each month.  July 27th will be the first one. It is 
an earlybird bingo so it starts at 4:00pm. Come, play and win!

Tikkun Olam : Heal the World Business Manager reflects on nearly
a decade at The Center

By Janet Weissman

Yoga Class
Drew Miller teaches 
weekly yoga classes at 
The Pride Center. To 
learn more about the 
many diverse groups 
that meet at The Center 
weekly, check out 
the listing on Page 6 
or contact Samantha 
McCoy at 954.463.9005.
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+continued from page 1

Baby, Baby
(attorney and adoption specialist) Robert Lamarche 

and made a point to get his contact information and 
meet with him at a later date.  We did so at Advocates 
for Children and Families (ACF), the agency where he 
works.  He explained in further detail how the process 
works now, and we felt comfortable with him, his agency 
and the whole process in general.  Whereas during our 
first experience our general impression of most of the 
people involved were that they were just doing their job, 
Robert and ACF truly cared about us and our experience.  
Shortly after our meeting, Edwin and I decided to move 
forward with the adoption process again.

Fast forward again to another e-mail from the 
Pride Center which resulted in us attending another 
seminar at The Pride Center—this time about what 
to expect from the world when you are a same-sex 
couple with children.  After this seminar, we met 
Sherri who told us about her LGBT parents group 
that meets monthly. Their children play with each 
other, but more importantly they see other families 
like theirs.  

Thanks to the work of The Pride Center and the 
quality of speakers and contacts they bring-in, Edwin 
and I now have a son, Joshua.

Thank you Pride Center, thank you ACF, thank you 
Robert Lamarche, and thank you Center COO Kristofer 
Fegenbush—who sent us that first e-mail in 2012.

The Pride Center provides regular Growing Our 
Families workshops both for prospective parents 
and current LGBT parents. Some events explore 
paths to expanding your family (adoption, foster 
care, surrogacy and IVF). Other workshops help 
families build skills for better parenting. Check out 
pictures from a recent event on Page 12! Don’t miss 
the workshop for parents on “Bullying” on Thursday, 
August 28 at 7 pm at The Pride Center.

 They’ll invite their own friends to 
attend and discuss sex, relationships 
and HIV in these small groups.  

“We’re having friends talk to friends 
rather than designing  a program 
where we try group strangers together 
to discuss HIV, sex, intimacy and 
identity,” says Lorenzo. “We hope to 
inspire organic conversations among 
groups of friends. We’re saying: 
‘we want you to invite people to the 
Kiki--people you know, people you 
care about, people you party with, 
people you date.’  We want to inspire 
significant dialogue in friends’ natural 
social groups.”  

Topics will range from stigma, 
discrimination, intimacy and 
communication to HIV testing, 
condom use, safer sex and medication 
adherence for people living with HIV/
AIDS. Groups also will explore frank 
and candid discussions around sexual 
orientation and identity.

“This can help black gay or same-
gender loving men explore their 
identity,” says Lorenzo. “How do we 
identify ourselves? We still have a lot 
of black men who don’t disclose their 
sexual orientation. They’re not really on 
the downlow. They just won’t discuss it 
with friends or family. Maybe they’re 
discrete or closeted. Maybe they say, 
‘I just mess around.’ Maybe they say, 
‘I’m just freaky.’ For some it’s not 
about the emotional attachment of 
being in a relationship. It’s not about 
expressing true intimacy. It’s about 
sexual gratification. We want to explore 
these issues of self identification.”

Lorenzo hopes these discussions lead 
to great dialogue within communities 
of color.

“The broader black community 
must address that there are black 
gay people in the community,” 
says Lorenzo.  This is a huge issue. 
We don’t even address that we 
have black gay people. That’s a 
big problem in itself.  If we’re not 
talking about black gay people, 
how can we talk about HIV? How 
can we address other issues that are 
paramount in our community?”

The Kiki Project also will 
host large community forums or 
townhalls on a variety of interesting, 
engaging topics. They’re already 
planning an interactive poetry slam 
night in September.

“For many in the black gay 
community, there is no central place 
to go, no specific social scene,” says 
Lorenzo. “We integrate ourselves 
to other bars. Some say there’s 
nothing to do that’s specific for 
us. We don’t have enough cultural 
events geared to black gay men. 
Some people don’t feel comfortable 
coming into Wilton Manors.  They 
feel ostracized or targeted. Some 
only feel comfortable on Thursday 
nights. Maybe we can help provide 
more opportunities for black gay 
men to connect.”

To learn more about The Kiki Project or 
get involved as a volunteer or participant, 
please contact Lorenzo Robertson at 
LRobertson@PrideCenterFlorida.org or 
954.463.9005.

+continued from page 1

Let’s Have a Kiki

For more information contact  
The Pride Center's PALs Project...
Lorenzo Robertson 
email LRobertson@PrideCenterFlorida.org  
or call 954.463.9011 ext. 306

For Four Weeks you’ll meet in small groups  
with other couples to:
 Improve healthy communication
Manage conflict and differences
Engage in fun learning activities
  Discuss sex openly and honestly
�Make your love life more exciting & safer
Learn to love better
Reduce your risks
Enhance your health and...
Have fun!

PALS
PROJECT

A free program for men in 
relationships or for those 
who want to be. 
It doesn’t matter if you’re HIV negative  
or living with HIV. This program is a great 
way for you to build relationship skills, 
share with new friends and have fun.

New four week session starts every month.  
space is limited so sign up now.

“CouplesSpeak”C E L E B R AT I N G
2 0  Y E A R S !

Did you know?
+The Pride Center provided 3,272 HIV tests in the first half 
of 2014

+The Pride Center is the largest site for Enhanced Fitness 
classes for Seniors offered in the U.S.

+Center volunteers provided more than 7,500 hours of 
service in the first half of 2014

+Over 1000 visitors and 80 vendors attend The Pride 
Center’s Flea Market on the first Saturday of every month

When asked what 
services provided by 
The Pride Center most 

excite him, Ernest Olivas doesn’t 
hesitate to answer. “Of course 
the Senior Services,” he replies 
enthusiastically.  “They provide 
a valuable sense of community, 
information and activities for our 
growing LGBT senior community.”

Olivas is the newest member of 
The Center’s Board of Directors.  
Olivas has invested energy, resources 
and leadership as a Founder and 
volunteer with the annual Senior 
Health Expo and other Center 
fundraising activities. 

“I was so impressed with how far 
The Pride Center has come as an 
institution, a program and service 
center,” says Olivas.  “The breadth 
of the activities touch so many 
different communities. The quality 
of the services and the information is 
so competent, reliable and caring.  I 
wanted to be part of an even further 
expansion of services and functions 
that I see in The Pride Center’s future.”

Olivas is the owner of Emerald 
Elite Senior Home Care.  He 
operates all aspects of this boutique 
nurse registry, providing concierge 
services to seniors in their homes 
and private facilities. He recruits, 
vets and verifies all experience, 
training, certification, licensure 
and insurance for Certified Nurse 
Assistants and Home Health Aides 
designated by the State of Florida 
and eligible for private placement. 
He also handles marketing and sales 
necessary to build awareness of their 
placement services.  Olivas hopes 
this seasoned skill set will benefit 
The Pride Center.  

“I hope that my marketing 
background will help with 
development activities of The Center 
to bring in more Founders, sponsors 
and supporters,” says Olivas.  “I also 
hope that if I dig deep back into my 
government background that we can 

look for contract, grant and other 
funding sources.  And of course, 
I want to ensure that outreach and 
services to our growing LGBT 
senior communities make Fort 
Lauderdale the national leader in 
Senior advocacy and programs.”

Serving as a volunteer and donor 
at The Center has impacted Olivas 
personally.  “I not only have made 
great new friends,” he says, “but 
I have learned so much about 
our community, the breadth of 
activities and services that can be 
accessed and even learned how to 
provide my own services better to 
the community.”

Olivas has great hope for the future 
of The Pride Center.  “I see continued 
growth  to reach all corners of 
Broward County, beyond our Wilton 
Manors and Fort Lauderdale core,” 
says Olivas.  “I hope for outreach to 
all communities, including retirees, 
senior shut-ins, seniors living in 
facilities, the Latino community and 
to our LGBT Business community, 
especially.  And I hope we will 
become the national leader and 
Center for LGBT Senior advocacy 
and services.”

Olivas also is clear about what 
he hopes people will say about him 
after seeing his work on the Board:  
“How can I help?”

Olivas Joins Board 
of Directors
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WEEKLY RECURRING MEETINGS     
AA – Attitude Adjustment Group, Recovery, Mon-Fri, 7-8a
AA – Attitude Adjustment Group, Recovery, Mon-Fri, 7-8a
AA – Each Day a New Beginning, Recovery, Daily, 9-10a
AA – Northeast Group, Recovery, Mon, 8:30-9:30p
AA – Sober, Proud and Gay, Recovery, Fri, 8:30-10p
AA – Pride 5:45 Meeting, Recovery, Daily, 5:45-6:45p
BrothasspeakFTL-Social, Wed, 7:00p-9:00p
Coffee and Conversation – SAC, Social/Seniors, Tues, 10:30a-12noon
Crystal Meth Anonymous, Recovery Mon 6p-7p, Wed, 6p-7p
Faith Circle, Social, Sun, 11:30a-1:30p
Games Day, Social, 2nd & 4th Tues, 1-4p
Gay Bridge Club, Fun, Mon & Fri, 1-4p
Gay Hearts, Social, Sun, 1-3:30p
Gay Men’s Empowerment Group,Thurs 7p-8:30p
Imagine Meditation in your life with Drew, Thurs, 7:30p-8:30p
Island City Al-anon-Support, Thur, 7-8p
Mahjong, Social, Wed, 1-5:00p
Man2Man Talk, Social, Mon, 7-8:30p
Monday Night Women’s Group, Social, Mon, 7:30-9p
Narcotics Anonymous Rainbow Group, Recovery, Wed, 8-9p
New Path Narcotics Anonymous Group, Recovery, Mon/Tue/Thu, 7-8p
New Path Narcotics Anonymous Group, Recovery, Sat/Sun, 4-5p
Overeaters Anonymous, Recovery, Sun, 12n-1:30p
Overeaters Anonymous, Recovery, Fri, 7:30-9p
POZ Attitudes Here and Now, HIV Support, Wed, 7-9p,
Quit Smoking Now, Tues 7p-8:30p
SAGE Men’s Social, Social/Seniors, Wed, 1-3p
SAGE Computer Club, Wed 4p-5p
Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous (SLAA), Recovery, Fri, 7-8p
Senior Exercise Class YMCA Health, Senior, Mon-Fri, 
10:10a-11:10a,11:15-12:15p,1:30-2:30p
Senior Gay Men’s Support Group, Support, Mon, 11a-12n

Smart Recovery, Recovery, Mon, 7:30-8:30p/Thur, 6:30-8p
The Healing Project Meeting,Tues 7:30p-9pm
Toastmasters, Educational, Mon, 7:15-9:15p
Women’s Non-Competitive Basketball, Social,Mon,Thur 5:30p, Sat 3p
Pride Center Young Adult Group, (23-35 yoa), Support, Fri, 7-9p
Yoga with Drew Miller, Social, Wed, 6p-7p, Sat, 12:30p-1:30p

BI-WEEKLY RECURRING MEETINGS
Ballet & Opera Group, Educational, 2nd & 4th Sunday, 1-4p
Bereavement Group, Support, 2nd & 4th Sunday, 2-4p
POZ Long-Term Survivor, Gay Men/HIV Support, 1st & 3rd Thur, 6:30-8p
Senior Games Day, Social, 2nd & 4th Tue, 1-4p

MONTHLY RECURRING MEETINGS/EVENTS
Big Men’s Club: Chubbies & Chasers, Social, 3rd Sat, 1-4p
Pride Center BINGO, Open to Public, 2nd  Sat, 7-10p
Dolphin Democrats, Mthly Meeting, 2nd  Wed, 7:30-9:30p
Lavender Speaks, Social, 3rd Thurs, 7:30-10p
Pride Center Memorial Garden Club, Educational, 3rd Wed, 7-9p
Pride Center Flea Market, Open to Public, 1st Sat, 8a-2p
Primetimers, Open to Public, 1st Sun, 2-4:30p
SAGE Computer Club, Educational, 2nd Wed, 4-6p
SAGE Movie Movie, Social, 3rd  Mon, 4-6p 
S. F. Rainbow Alliance of the Deaf, Support, 1st Sun, 2:30-3:30p
Transgender Support Group, Support, 3rd Fri, 7-8:30p
Women in Network, Social, 1st Wed, 7-9p
Women with Pride Book Club, 2nd Thur, 7-9p

Groups at the Pride Center

For further information or to rent a room for your special 
event call: Samantha mcCoy at 954-463-9005 ext. 101.
Visit www.pridecenterflorida.org/calendar for meeting 
room assignments. room days/times subject to change.

Tickets are going fast for Gay Nuptials, a wedding 
showcase scheduled for August 17.  All proceeds 
from ticket sales will be donated to The Pride 

Center at Equality Park, which provides a welcoming, 
safe space for the LGBTQ community

Organized by Bobby Kyser, the owner of Panache 
Style, a Wilton Manors-based floral design and events 
planning firm, the event take place from 1 to 4 p.m. at 
Hagen Park Community Center.

Gay Nuptials will feature more than 30 vendors offering 
a wide variety of wedding ceremony services to same 
sex couples including venues, catering, luxury hotels, 
entertainment, photography, florist, invitations and party 
rentals.  The Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention and 
Visitors Bureau is the presenting sponsor of the showcase.

“We are honored that The Pride Center is the beneficiary 
of this important event for our community,” said CEO 
Robert Boo.  “Each person who attends will be making 
a valuable contribution to the LGBTQ community while 
they enjoy meeting some of the area’s top wedding 
vendors.  It’s a win-win for everyone involved.”

Tickets for Gay Nuptials are $20 and can be ordered 
online at www.mygaywedding.org Sponsorship and 
vendor booths, ranging from $100 to $5,000, are 
available by calling 954-356-9377.

Well-known diversity trainer Doug Cureton will 
be on hand to offer wedding vendors etiquette hints 
and methods for breaking down stereotypes at a 
private industry professionals luncheon from noon 
to 1 p.m. Cureton is the founder of CreativiTEAM, 
Inc., a training and leadership consulting firm in Fort 
Lauderdale and owner of Some Men like it Haute 
fashion consignment store in Wilton Manors.  Kyser 
will also presenting advice for planning equality-
based weddings.

 “Planning a same sex wedding can present a myriad 
of cross-cultural communication challenges,” Cureton 
said. “The goal of the presentation is to help wedding 
planning professionals minimize mistakes that can 
negatively impact customer service.”

 Vendors, in addition to Panache Style, will include: 
Marriott Harbor Beach Resort & Spa; Pompano 
Marriott Beach Resort & Spa; Renaissance Fort 
Lauderdale Cruise Port Hotel; Riverside Hotel Fort 
Lauderdale; Sonesta Fort Lauderdale; The Westin 
Diplomat Resort & Spa; W Hotel Fort Lauderdale; 
Bridges Cinema; Michael Murphy Photographic 
Imaging Studio; Munoz Photography; Touch of 
Paradise Floral and Event Design; Over the Top 
Linen; Argenti Designer Jewelers; Beauty Couture, 
Inc; Bubble Miami Furniture Rental; Mike Sipe 
Entertainment; Zazz Events; Mauricio de Monaco; 
Southern Formals; Illumene; 

Special Event Decorators; A Thierry’s Catering & 
Event Design; Café Ala Carte

Dapur Asian Tapas & Lounge; Chocolate Fountains of 
South Florida; JP’s Chocolate Shoppe; Storks Bakery; 
and Sweeter Days Bake Shop.

 Additional sponsors include: 
Fort Lauderdale Marriott Coral 
Springs Hotel, 

Simply Couture Weddings, 
Worldwide Transportation, and 
Cover It Fine Linens. 

Media sponsors include Island 
City News, SHE Magazine, Hot 
Spots Media Group, Town Crier, 
South Florida Gay News, Guy 
Magazine, The Islander, OutClique, 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Gay & 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce 
and jumponmarkslist.com. 

“We look forward to Gay 
Nuptials becoming an annual must-

attend event for engaged same sex couples,” said Kyser. “Best 
of all, we’re raising valuable support for The Pride Center and 
the important work they do for the LGBTQ community.”

(l to r) Robert Boo, CEO of The Pride Center; Doug Cureton, founder of CreativiTEAM, 
Inc; Richard Gray, managing director, LGBT Market for the Greater Fort Lauderdale Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau; and Bobby Kyser, owner of Panache Style.

Going to the Chapel Gay Nuptials Wedding Showcase 
to Benefit Center

By Ellen Schulman

Stonewall Summer Pride
Pride Center staff and 
volunteers participated in 
a packed-day of outreach 
at Stonewall Summer 
Pride.  The Center utilizes 
diverse events each week to 
educate the community on 
its vital resources, programs, 
services and opportunities.



9

V
O

IC
E

Sum
m

er 2014

8

V
O

IC
E

Su
m

m
er

 2
01

4
w

w
w

.Prid
eC

enterFlorid
a.org

Want A Jump-Start
To Healthier Living?

If you’re a gay or bisexual man living with  
HIV, you can learn to keep your immune 

system in strong, peak condition.

This program can help you...
•  Build deeper, supportive relationships with new HIV+ friends!
• Get the latest facts on HIV!
•  Improve your physical, emotional and social well being!
• Share your story while you learn from others!

Participation in the LIFE Program...
• Boosts the immune system
• Lowers risky behavior
•  Increases adherence to health and medication schedules.

Offered twice a year beginning in January and July.
MEETINGS ON TUESDAYS @ 6:30 p.m.

For more inFormation  

Contact Jeff Grigsby at 954.463.9011, ext. 302  
or email JGrigsby@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Sponsored by The Pride Center, and the State of 
Florida, Department of Health

PALS
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Join the FREE 18 week LIFE Program
You’ll receive practical, step-by-step guidance in a fun interactive environment as  
you create and implement personal health plans for long-term thriving with HIV.

The world takes a turn around 
the sun, another year goes by, 
and suddenly the annual Senior 

Health Expo arrives at The Pride Center 
again. This year’s event--the fifth, no 
less--promises to hit it out of the park 
-- Equality Park, that is. 

“By early July, we had already 
signed up 30 of the available 43 tables 
for healthcare and service providers to 
meet our senior LGBTers,” said Senior 
Services Coordinator Bruce Williams.  

Vendors who have registered for the 
Expo will offer valuable information 
on a wide array of important areas for 
our Seniors, including home healthcare 
agencies, senior living facilities, 
medical plans, insurance coverage, and 
legal issues.

These are service providers who 
respect and understand our community, 
Williams added. “We want the LGBT 
community to be aware of available 
local, state and national resources and 
we want to be sure those resources are 
sensitive to and supportive of our needs, 
and not just chasing the LGBT dollar.” 

As in past Expos, there will also 
be a number of engaging educational 
seminars focusing on topics of 
particular interest to the mature LGBT 
community, as well as stations offering 
a variety of medical tests, lots of give-
aways and great door prizes. 

The event is completely free, and there 
will even be free refreshments and a free 

lunch at noon for the first 300 attendees.
All of this is only possible through the 

support of many generous sponsors, who 
more than deserve acknowledgement here.

The Premier Sponsor will be 
Broward Health Imperial Point and 
the Presenting Sponsor is the AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation (AHF). Several 
Five Star Properties will again be 
with us including those in Hollywood, 
Plantation and spearheaded by Park 
Summit as a Sapphire Sponsor. Our 
Emerald Sponsors include AT&T, Vitas 
& Carefree Insurance, while our Ruby 
Sponsors to date are Emerald Elite 
Senior Home Care, Johnson & Johnson, 
Senior Medical Associates and Garden 
Plaza @ Inverarry.  

Our returning supporting participants 
will include Walgreen’s, the Law Offices 
of Stephanie Schneider, Firstlantic, 
David Treece Financial, Assisted Living 
Lifestyles, Unimed, Broward Burial 
Science Care, David Lerner Associates 
and Atlas Care Management.

No less important to making it happen 
are the collaborating community 
partners, who include the Futurity First 
Insurance Group, Gilda’s Club, The 
Peninsula, SAGE, SunServe, Women in 
Network and The Pride Center’s Senior 
Advisory Council.

The fair runs from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 18th.  Be sure to come 
along! Even if you’re not yet a senior, with 
any luck you will be some day.

By Robert Saunders

Seniors, This is for You! 
Fifth Annual Senior Health Expo Set for October 18

LBT Health Directory
Service Linkage
Support Groups
Movie Nights
Panel Discussions
Social Events

We Offer:

Holistic Health Series
Family Series
Book Club
Art Shows
Diverse Speakers
Basketball

Founders are the cornerstone of The Pride Center 
membership structure. They provide vital funding 
for essential programs and services; Business 

Founders are an integral part of those resources.  “At The 
Pride Center we enjoy a wonderful working relationship 
with many businesses in our community,” says CEO 
Robert Boo.  “There is nothing stronger than the support 
we receive from the Business Founders.”

Businesses support The Pride 
Center in many ways, starting 
at the Silver Level ($1,200 per 
year) to the Platinum Level 
($10,000 or more).  

“I am a Business Founder 
because The Pride Center’s 
mission is to help people in 

the LGBTQ community 
and that in effect raises up 
our entire community” said 
James Senior with Edward 
Jones Investments.  

“We are grateful to help 
The Pride Center so they 
can provide the community 
all of their programs and 
services,” said Christopher 
Elmore with City County 
Credit Union (CCCU). 
CCCU provides a unique 
and very generous way 
of supporting The Pride 
Center.  Not only is CCCU a 
Gold Business Founder, but 
CCCU also has a Matching 
Membership Program.  
When you become a basic 
level member of The 
Pride Center and become 
a CCCU member, CCCU 
will reimburse your 
membership dues and 
match the donation dollar-
for-dollar back to The Pride 
Center.  In essence, they 
double your contribution to 
The Pride Center!  Please 
consult with City County 
Credit Union for details.

Ernest Olivas, owner of Emerald Elite Senior Home 
Care, has found his Business Founder membership to 
be an invaluable asset to growing his business. “I credit 
my relationship with The Pride Center one of the reasons 
for my immediate success as a small business owner 
when I ‘hung out my shingle’ and started Emerald Elite. 
Regardless of your business or service, every type of 
person at some time or another walks through The Pride 
Center.  It is an enormous source of business.”  

“We enjoy our relationship with the LGBTQ community, 
and The Pride Center is an integral part of that relationship,” 
said Norm Jacobs from Eden Funeral Services.  Eden 
Funeral Services provides pre-arranged and funeral service 
cremation to the LGBTQ community.  Norm also provides, 
at no cost, Durable Power of Attorney and Notary Service 
to Members of The Pride Center.  

Businesses can also participate in the “I AM PRIDE” 
Community Discount Card.  Participating businesses 
provide Pride Center members with unique discounts 
on goods and services.  If you own or manage a 
business and would like to learn more about becoming a 
Business Founder or to participate in the “I AM PRIDE” 
Community Discount Card, contact Roger Roa – Director 
of Development, 954.463.9005 Ext 105.

Founders Circle annual memberships are:
Silver Level Founder ($1,200 to $2,499)
Gold Level Founder ($2,500 to $4,999)

Diamond Level Founder ($5,000 to $9,999)
Platinum Level Founder ($10,000 and above)

For a complete list of Founders, please refer to the 
Founders Circle listing in this issue of The Voice.  

Taking Care of Business
Business Founders reflect on benefits of supporting The Pride Center
By Bryon Bowlby

Did you know?
+The Pride Center hosts regular Transgender 
Educational Series collaborative community workshops

+The Pride Center distributed more than 186,000 
condoms in the first half of 2014.  That’s a lot of 
safer sex!

+More than 10,000 people used The Pride Center’s 
computer center last year

(Photo by Stephen lang)

(Photo by Steve Shires)
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ChoiCes is a five-week program that teaches  
you skills to handle challenges you may face.
We meet in small groups to discuss how to:
• Build healthier relationships and lower stress
• Make better decisions and improve health
• Disclose HIV-status wisely  
Fun, interactive sessions include:  
• Video clips for discussion
• Thought-provoking activities
•  Small group discussion and role play
ChoiCes can help you...
• Meet new HIV+ friends
•  Share different experiences without judgment
•  Improve problem-solving & communication skills
• Learn more health supporting behaviors

ChoiCes is FRee. Se Habla Espanol.
If interested, contact Magno Morales  
at 954.463.9011 ext. 303 or  
email mmorales@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Living with HIV?Living with HIV?
Are dating, sex, relationships 
or disclosure stressful?
JOIN a free program to help 
you make smart CHOICES.

The PALS Project offers gay, bisexual and other 
men who have sex with men living with HIV 

social support, accurate HIV information and 
skills to lead safer, richer lives.

Sponsored by The Pride Center 
and the State of Florida, 

Department of Health

PALS
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razones Campaign
Latinos en Acción recently 
hosted representatives 
from the CDC at The Pride 
Center to discuss the 
Razones Campaign focused 
on HIV testing, education 
and prevention among 
Latino/Hispanic gay and 
bisexual men.

Did you know?
+Our CouplesSpeak program builds relationship 
skills, improves communication, lowers risks, and 
enhances sex

+Over 100 people play Bingo at The Pride Center 
on the second Saturday evening and fourth Sunday 
afternoon of every month

+We’ve provided HIV prevention outreach to more 
then 7,500 individuals already this year

LIFETIME 
Bob and Hal Bernier-Peterson 
Gil Corwin
John C. Graves Charitable Fund
Alan Schubert 

PREMIER LEVEL 
($20,000 and above)
Richard Gray / Convention & Visitors Bureau

PLATINUM LEVEL
($10,000 and above)
Anonymous (2)
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
Aqua Foundation for Women
Bobby Blair / Florida Agenda
Peter Clark / Hotspots Magazine
Community Foundation of Broward
Ed Garcia / Garcia Design Studio
Estate of Bob Kesckemety 
Kenneth Goss 
Scott Kean / LSeven Solutions
Bobby Kyser / Panache Style
The Howard Greenfield Charitable Foundation
Kenneth Hollander and John Kardos / The Kenneth S. Hol-
lander Charitable Foundation
Norm Kent / South Florida Gay News
Camp 4 Health
Glen Weinzimer and John Rogatzki / The SMART Ride
Wells Fargo Foundation

DIAMOND LEVEL 
($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous (1)
D.C. Allen and Ken Flick / No Gay Hate Fund at Our Fund, Inc.
Ilene Berliner (Board Chairperson) and Maura Lane 
Cox Media Group
Jared Falek and Don Chorpenning 
Will Gibson and George “Bill” Rogers  / Serendipity Foundation
Oliver Kamm 
David McLaren and Joseph Laurino / Periodic Products
Dr. Dale Russell 
Richard Safaty (Board Member) and Omer Mizrachi / 
Freedom Travel
Wayne Schrebeand Roy J. Stegman Charitable Fund at Our 
Fund, Inc.
Ted Schultz 
Arthur B. Smith/ Law Office Arthur B. Smith
Jim Stepp and Peter Zimmer Fund at Our Fund, Inc.
Bob Young / Beach Bear Weekend

GOLD LEVEL 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Alpine Jaguar
Atlantic Surf Club
Don Biehn / Biehn & Associates, Inc.
Broward Health Foundation – Imperial Point
Mark Budwig (Board Member) and Nick Scalzo / S. Mark 
Graphics
Michael Camardello 
Doug  Candler 
Chris Caputo (Board Member) / MetroMediaWorks
City County Credit Union
Dr. Howard R. Cunningham / Oakland Park Dental
Michael Dager and Harvey Shapiro 
Chris and Joseph Dominguez-Dunham / Dunham Insurance 
Services
Andrew Fischman 
Victor Flores / FastPrintz
Rob Guerrero 
Robert Hubbard and Bill Greeves
Midland Medical Center
Maurice Mizrahi / Temptations Catering and Event Planning
David Moon and Eugene Smith 
Richard Nolan and Robert Pingpank 
Joe Pallant / Pallant Insurance Agency, Inc.
Douglas Pew and  Donald Croxton 
Ronnie Pryor and Dustin Cranor / Source Salon
Herb Reis and Dr. William Coffey / Herb Reis Charitable Fund 
at Our Fund 
Paul Rolli and W. Bennett Quade 
Lee Rubin and Jim Walker (Board Vice-Chair)
Russell Sassani, MD & Michael Schneider / Take Shape 
Plastic Surgery
Dr. Heidi Schaeffer
Richard Schwarz and Tom Massey
Tony Seguino and Dan Ayers 
Paul M. Smith and Gerald Kennedy 
George Zuber and Anthony Snyder Endowment at Our Fund

SILVER LEVEL 
($1,200 - $2,499) 
Anonymous (5)  
A Celebration of Friends 
Adam’s Interiors 
Paul Alpert  
Henley Ambrose / Vitas Healthcare Corporation
Chris Ambs and Scott Clearwater  
Neel Amin and Tom Macek / American Pain Experts 
Alfred Bacchi and Craig Ross 
Don Barlow 
Steve Barnard 
Mark Barron and Joel Rubin 
Andrew Bartfield 
Christopher Bates 

David Bebbington  
Darcy Beeman / Edward Jones Investments 
Tom and Steven  Begert-Clark / Even As We Speak
Scott Belding and Listron Mannix / Remax Consultants Realty
Dr. Louis Benevento and Patrick Duffy 
Scott L. Bennett 
Norman Berkowitz 
Gary Bitner / Bitner Goodman
Mitch Bloom (Board Member) and Paul Wardell 
Boardwalk
Robin L. Bodiford, Esq. / Law Office of Robin L. Bodiford
John Bolton 
Robert Boo 
Al Bove, DMD / Bove Dental
Broward Sheriff’s Office
Bryon Bowlby and Robert Baldwin 
Rishi Burke 
Gerald Byers and Rudy Wengenroth 
Jae Camino /Jae’s Sinful Delights
Rene Cantu and James Gigliello 
Karen Carroll and Julie Slater / Chic Optique
George Castrataro, Esq. / The Law Offices of George 
Castrataro, PA
Jeff Cato and Bob Tentschert / Cato Insurance Group, Inc.
Sam Chalfant and Tom Rouland / Affordable Health Insurance
Nicholas Chaparos
Harvey Chasser 
Brian R. Claeys / The Law Offices of Brian R. Claeys 
Ron Clark 
Howard Cohen and Daniel Wasinger/ Concept International 
Design
Bob Collier and Chuck Hunziker 
Lynn Corning / Newman Insurance
Tracey Cramer / Ameriprise Financial
Douglas Cureton / Some Men Like It Haute
Joseph Daniel and Fred Silverman / Roth-Warren, LLC
Patrick Daoud /Daoud’s Fine Jewelry
Dennis Dean / Dennis Dean Photography
Esmeralda and Peter Dekaj / Stork’s Bakery Cafe
Robert Delehanty 
Diplomat Pharmacy
Dolphin Democratic Club
Thomas Dowd and Cesar Rivera / Water Mill Flowers & Fruit 
Bouquets
Stephen Draft and Allen Peterson 
Hon. Stephen Driscoll and Robert Tocci /National Stonewall 
Democrats
Irwin Drucker  
Eden Funeral Services
Robert Eldredge / RWE Real Estate
Embassy Suites Hotel 
Ted Emery
Craig Engel (Board Member) and Greg Briche  
Michael Faerber / D’Angelo Realty Group
Brian Farley and Ron Alose 
Jim Farris 
Paul Fasana 
First Congregational Church
GalleryONE Fort Lauderdale
Joel Geils 
Eric Gilbert / SunTrust Bank
Ari Glassman / rAv Communications
Glenn L. Goldberg 
Steven Goldgram 
Mark Gordon and Aldo Buono
Martin Gould / Focalize Consulting
Scott Gray
Stephen Gray / Better Homes & Gardens
Donald Green and Gene Ingledue  
Marc Grossman 
Robert Grossman 
Joe Guerrero 
Robert Gunning 
H & R Block
Mark Haines / Mark’s List
Mark Halacy and Thomas Pollock 
Peter Hardy-Smith and Steven Devito 
Cal Harrison 
Timothy S. Hart /R3 Accounting LLC
Brenda Hartley (Board Member) / BankUnited
Tyler Healis 
Dr. J. Heider and Thomas Carr / Ultimate Smile
Richard Herman
Scott Herman and Cale Choi 
Lazaro Hernandez and Steve Figlmiller 
Frances Herrera / Frances Herrera Interior Design
Neill Hirst, MD and Greg Hughes 
Hans Hochkamp and Joseph DeBacco 
Holland & Knight, LLP
Paul Holoweski 
Kenley Hoover  and Tom Pflepsen 
Mick Howard and Brian Jackson / Mayors Jewel-
ers
Paul Hyman and Bill Bracker 
iBeria Bank 
Adam Irwin / The Grateful Palate
A.J. Jabre 
James Jagielski 
Paul Jennings 
Bret Johnson 
George Johnson 
James A. Johnson 
Warren Leong and Dr. Charmaine Johnson-Leong, DDS, PA
Clifford W. Jolley and Paul Clive 
Camar R. Jones 
Robert Judd and Russell Neal 
Greg Kabel /Law Offices of Gregory W. Kabel, Esq. 
Ken Kalenderian 
Ken Keechl and Ted Adcock (Board Member) 
Gary Kempler / Futurty First Insurance Group – South Florida

Mark Ketcham and Werner Lutz 
Dr. George  Kling  (Board Member)
Don Kocher and Jonathan Salt 
Maria Kondracki and Jim Dwyer 
Edwin Kowalski and Michael Donnan 
Joseph Kraus 
Ellen Krider, CFP / RBC Wealth Management 
Robert Kuhn and  Steven Geyer 
Julia Landis and Shawn Fanshier 
Bruce Lane 
Bernie Langeluttig and Dennis Fitzkee 
Dr. Leslie Liep (Board Member) and Fritz Leip 
John Leyden and Tom Valentine 
Bill Linehan 
Jay Little / Divers Direct - Dania Beach
Charles Loring 
Steve Lovci 
Juliette Love (Board Member)
Norton Lyman and Kimio Sato 
Joe Markonic /Gables Wilton Park 
Cheryl Mauro / Hibiscus Cafe
Michael McArdle and Thomas Holland 
David O. McConnell 
Joe McConnell and Michael Lennon 
Kent McIntyre and John Tambasco
Richard McManus and Tom Nohilly 
Ken Merrifield and Fred Berger 
Drew Miller and Kevin Murdoch
Anthony Molluso and Bill Volbrecht 
Rodney Monroe / South Beach Afters
Gregory Moore and Dr. Allan Barsky 
Anthony More 
New York Life Insurance Company  
Northern Trust Bank
Charles Ohsiek 
Ernest Olivas (Board Member) / Emerald Home Health Care
Cecilia Perez-Matos, Esq./ The Berman Law Group
Jim Pierce / Pierce Aire, Inc.
Peter Pileski and Bob Avian 
Mona Pittenger Giving Fund at Our Fund
Karen Prescod and Tulip Prescod/ Florida Blue / SunSure 
Insurance 
Bruce Presley and Chris Hedlund 
Pride Institute at Fort Lauderdale Hospital
Sharon Rebuck/ Another Perfect Party
Dr. Will Richardson / Natura Dermatology & Cosmetics
Riverside Hotel
Stanley Rosenthal / Forrest Trace Luxury Resort  Adult 
Community
Tom Runyan, Esq / Runyan Law Firm, PA
Pastor Leslie Rutland-Tipton (Board Member)/ Church of the 
Holy Spirit Song
Rick Salomon 
John Sapp 
Lee Sathre 
Jack Schlossberg and Greg Fineman 
James Senior / Edward Jones  
Sharp Marketing
Steve Shires / Steve Shires Photography
Jeffrey and Belinda Shover / Morgan Stanley
Tim Singer and Richard Cascarelli /Tim Singer & Assoc./
Coldwell
Sonesta Hotel
Kimberly Sorondo 
Tomas Soto and Frank Lefevre, M.D.
Will Spencer
David Starkey and Arianto Sumargo 
Jeffrey Sterling / Sterling Tax
Richard Stoll, Esq. 
Terry Stone and Mike Bush 
Sarah Strock / SCS Weightloss Systems, Inc.
Dave Stubbins 
Edward Temoyan 
The Bears of South Florida, Inc.
The Recovery Place
The Restaurant People
Bill Thornton and Adam Kratochwill / Pride Carpet Cleaning
Tony Timiraos and Arthur Crispino Charitable Fund at Our 
Fund, Inc. 
Doug Tinkelpaugh and James Rickard / Pinnacle Construc-
tors, LLC
Tower Club
Bruno Trambusti and Randy Grant 
Dean Trantalis Esq. 
David Treece / Treece Financial Group
Carl E. Trough 
Mark Turner and Chuck Nicholls 
Richard Vallari 
Ted Verdone and  John Curtin 
Vincent Vigliotti 
W Hotel - Fort Lauderdale
Steve Wetzler 
Sumner T. White
Norris Wildhagen and Dr. Troy Robinson 
C. Theodore Wolf and Frank Decolator 
Tom Wolf and Fernando Rodrigues 
John Zieba and Cliff Mulcahy / Rosie’s Bar & Grill

The Pride Center Founders Circle

Join the Pride Center Founders Circle!  Support the 
programs and services of The Pride Center.  Founders 
Circle memberships begin at $100 per month.  For more 
information, please contact roger roa, Director of 
Development, rroa@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Fit and Fabulous event
Women with Pride and Women 
in Network recently hosted an 
interactive workshop exploring 
practical fitness and nutrition 
options for the busy LBTQ woman. 
Presenters included Fitness Trainer 
Allison Parnell, Nutritionist Elena 
Rodriguez and SCS Weightloss 
Systems CEO Sarah Strock. This 
is part of our ongoing Vital Signs 
holistic health series funded by 
Aqua Foundation for Women.
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Growing Our Families 101 Workshop
This half-day workshop to a packed room 
explored various pathways to building a 
forever-family. LGBTQ families provided 
their personal experiences on adoption, 

fostering, surrogacy and IVF. Legal, medical 
and social service providers presented 

practical strategies, vital information, and 
helped answer difficult questions.

Photos by Manuel Leon

Founders Circle reception 
at Sonesta
Sonesta Fort Lauderdale hosted 
and sponsored a recent Founders 
Reception overlooking the 
beautiful Fort Lauderdale beach.  
Founders provide at least $100 
monthly to support the programs 
and services of The Pride Center.  
To learn more about Founders, 
contact Roger Roa at 
RRoa@PrideCenterFlorida.org
Photos by Stephen Lang 
& Steve Shires

LIFe Graduation
Friends, family members, staff, volunteers and 
participants recently celebrated graduation 
from the 17-week LIFE Program. This powerful, 
popular holistic health program for people living 
with HIV/AIDS helps improve health, provide 
social support, lower risky behaviors and 
increase adherence to health routines including 
medication adherence. To learn more about 
LIFE, contact Jeff Grigsby at 954.463.9011 or 
JGrigsby@PrideCenterFlorida.org

Day of Decision rally
The Pride Center 

hosted a Decision Day 
Celebration when Judge 

Garcia in Monroe County 
struck down Florida’s 
marriage ban in The 

Keys. Days later, Judge 
Zabel affirmed that the 

denial of marriage to 
same-sex couples in our 
state is unconstitutional. 

Our community 
continues to make major 

strides toward freedom 
to marry and equality for 

all in Florida.
Photos by Stephen Lang
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Not to give offense, but let’s be honest. When I’m 
talking with Jorge Gardela, he can sometimes be 
a tad difficult to follow, especially when he gets 

animated -- which is often. You know what? It doesn’t 
matter at all, because one thing comes through very clearly: 
here’s a guy who cares deeply about people’s welfare.

“I always like to help people, in different ways. That’s 
what motivates me,” he said during a conversation about 
his work as Health Outreach Director at The Pride Center. 
“How can I assist people not only about HIV/AIDS, but 
in general. That’s my motivation.”

He first became involved with such issues as a lawyer 
in his native Costa Rica in the 1980s, when the first AIDS 
cases were recognized in that country. 

“At that time, we had regular social security health 
coverage for everyone but the government said we can’t 
cover medicine for HIV/AIDS because it’s so expensive,” 
Jorge explained.  He and other activists took legal action 
and were able to get that decision reversed, arguing that it 
was unconstitutional and that cancer drugs were covered 
even though they were more expensive.  

Later, he came to Florida. “I came here basically because 
I had a relationship with somebody,” he said.  “When I 
arrived, I saw so many needs, especially at that time for 
the Latino community. But not just the Latino community, 
everybody -- so many gaps.”

That prompted Jorge to become involved with The Pride 
Center, as well as with several local agencies. “For example, 
I’m Latino Community Chair for Broward County, also 
Community Co-Chair for Broward County HIV prevention 
planning for the whole county.”  He also represents the state 
of Florida with a national organization, the Urban Coalition 
for HIV/AIDS Prevention Services (UCHAPS).

This broad involvement is a way to leverage what one 
person can do. “This is really my philosophy,” he said.  “It 
has to be all the community working together.”

As Health Outreach Director, his aim is to connect 
with people in the LGBT community who don’t come 
to The Pride Center.  “The focus is not only related to 
HIVAIDS, but it’s about seeing what regular health issues 
like smoking, mental health, all the needs the people 
have. And then trying to consolidate, to see how we can 
integrate all these health issues.”

He sees three aspects to his work. “One is to give knowledge 
out, another is advocacy because we’re talking about human 
rights and health issues.” The third is identifying unmet 
needs.  In this, he said, his legal background has proven 
invaluable because it taught him how to listen. “If you can 
really listen to people, you can interpret what they say and 
really know what is the need there.” 

As illustration, he recounted the story of a chance 
conversation he had some nine years ago with someone 
who was doing community service, and asked him why. 

“He was a Latino guy about 21 years old, and he 
started crying.”

The young man was there because of a DUI offense. 
He said the reason he was driving drunk was because 
his partner put him out every night and he had to “sleep 
outside like a dog” while the partner had sex with 
another person. 

“I said, this is domestic violence,” Jorge recalled. He 
started looking into what domestic violence services there 
were in Broward County and found there were none geared 
to the LGBT community.  “We started a coalition with 
Women in Distress, SunServe, and The Pride Center,” he 
noted. “We applied for a grant, and now you can see many 
services for domestic violence in the LGBT community.”

As well as shelters for women victims of domestic 
violence, Broward County now has options for men. “All 
this is because so many years ago I was talking and saw a 
need, and we started a coalition and now we have services 
for that community.” 

The many hats he wears make for a busy life, and Jorge 
can often be found in his office at the Pride Center at 7 
in the morning, before he goes off to a meeting here or 
a conference there.  In what little free time he has, he 
loves to garden.  “On weekends if I’m here -- because 
sometimes I have to travel -- I really enjoy staying home 
and gardening.” Even so, these days he has someone else 
mow the grass.

Looking ahead, his free time looks to become even 
scarcer.  Implementation of the Affordable Care Act in 
the communities he serves presents formidable challenges 
in terms of education and preparation.  “The concept is 
wonderful but how to do it at this level is difficult,” he said.

Still, he is encouraged when he looks back and sees what 
has been accomplished. “Over ten years ago when I started 
working with the Pride Center, we had one program, and 
now we have so many programs,” he smiled. “When 
people work together, it makes a difference.”

Listening and Leveraging
The Busy Life of Jorge Gardela
By Robert Saunders

Have you ever wanted to be the 
Bearded Lady or the Dog Face 
Boy? How about you and your 

partner dress as the Creepy Co-joined 
Twins?  Feel like costuming yourself 
as the Sword Swallower, the Headless 
Woman, the Fire Eater, the Alligator Girl 
or the Lobster Clawed Man?

Join us on Halloween!  This year’s theme 
for Wicked Manors is “FREAK SHOW,” 
and we anticipate over 25,000 costumed 
revelers to gather on Wilton Drive.  

The Pride Center once again will partner 
with The City of Wilton Manors to create 
the largest Halloween Street Festival event 
of the year. This epic, entertaining block 
party will occur on Halloween, Friday, 
October 31, 2014 starting at 7:00 PM until 
Midnight.

Traffic will be prohibited in order to 
provide a safe area for guests to celebrate 
and get their freak on.  Local restaurants, 
bars and food trucks will provide food and 
beverages for purchase. 

“Think Circus Sideshow meets 
Halloween Street Festival and you’ve got 
FREAK SHOW,” said Doug Cureton, 
Wicked Manors Chair.  “We promise that 
this year’s festivities will be bigger, better 
and freakier than ever before.  From the 
moment you arrive on Wilton Drive, you 

will be transported to a magically freakish 
celebration with over-the-top costumes, 
décor, music, flash mobs and costume 
contests with our main stage Diva Emcee 
– Miss Misty Eyez.” 

Event guru, Bobby Kyser of Panache 
Style is “freaking” out his event design as 
well. “We are planning to create circus-
freak-style entrances and a surprise stage 
set that will freak-out even the freakiest 
freaks,” says Kyser, co-founder of Wicked 
Manors.”Get ready for the best year ever.”   
year ever.”

We are happy to announce that The 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & 
Visitors Bureau has already signed on as 
our first major sponsor and is promoting 
Wicked Manors throughout the country to 
attract visitors to this amazing event.  They 
are helping us by creating a nationally 
recognized destination event.

If you would like more information 
on the event, sponsorship levels and/
or the payment plans, please contact 
Doug Cureton, Wicked Manors Chair at 
WickedManors@PrideCenterFlorida.org 
or Roger Roa, Director of Development 
at RRoa@PrideCenterFlorida.org. All 
proceeds from Wicked Manors will benefit 
the vital programs and services of The 
Pride Center. 

Freak Show
Wicked Manors 2014 Planned 
for Wilton Drive this Halloween

Did you know?
+Our CouplesSpeak program builds relationship 
skills, improves communication, lowers risks, 
and enhances sex

+Over 100 people play Bingo at The Pride Center 
on the second Saturday evening and fourth 
Sunday afternoon of every month.

+We’ve provided HIV prevention outreach to 
more than 7,500 individuals already this year

Aqua Girl Outreach
Center staff and volunteers utilized 
annual Aqua Girl activities to educate 
LBT women about our Women with 
Pride program and to link women to the 
women’s health directory at LBTHealth.
org.  To learn more about Women 
with Pride activities, contact Roya at 
WomenWithPride@PrideCenterFlorida.org
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During his interview for his new job as Electronic 
Media and Marketing Coordinator, Manuel 
Leon was asked for the best example of his 

ability to market or do good advertising.  His response?  
“I convinced my boyfriend to date me.”

He laughs now remembering his response.  “Sometimes 
people think I’m reserved when they first meet me,” he 
confesses. “But I want to help people. I want to improve 
their lives. That’s my ultimate goal.”

Manuel’s desire to get involved in the LGBT 
community and use his training and talents to help 
people led him to The Pride Center. He previously 
worked as the Communication Specialist at WorkForce 
One. A graphic designer, Manuel graduated from 
The Art Institute in Fort Lauderdale. He previously 
studied at the University of the Andes and Armando 
Reveron Art Academy in Venezuela.  He now manages 
The Center’s day-to-day electronic media presence 
and content, including social media platforms and 
electronic communication.

“I felt I wasn’t doing enough,” he says.  “I struggled 
with my family when I came out--when I had to tell my 
parents. I live here now. I’m away from the rest of my 
family like my grandparents.  They still don’t know. 

For some reason I’m nervous to tell them. I don’t want 
others to have to struggle.

“Others have had worse challenges,” he continues.  
“They’ve been kicked out on the streets. They don’t 
have a  supportive partner or job. If my struggles 
affected me that much being that small, I can’t imagine 
how big challenges might have impacted others.  If I 
struggled from just a tiny bit of ignorance, what about 
people who have to deal with so much more ignorance 
for being gay?”

Manuel now conducts and coordinates The Center’s 
targeted internet and app-based HIV prevention 
outreach. He will spearhead  The Center’s ongoing 
HIV-prevention marketing campaigns in collaboration 
with the Florida Health Department in Broward County

“I think social media is such a powerful tool in HIV 
prevention,” says Manuel.  “Dating has completely 
changed because of social media. It’s a huge platform 
to help stop the spread of HIV. We can see amazing 
results. With dating apps, we can directly engage with 
folks who are looking for a hook-up, who may have 
questions, who need to access medical care. I can 
send a shout through an application like Growlr and 
thousands of people can hear a message from us. I don’t 

have to go door to door preaching out HIV testing or 
wearing a condom. I can begin important conversations 
at the touch of my fingers.”

“People can be much more open in writing online than 
face to face,” says Manuel.  “People are very honest. I’ve 
been told such open stories through the apps--sometimes 
sad, sometimes funny. They can maintain a bit of 
anonymity. They can talk to me and ask questions. They 
have no holds barred.  They ask the craziest questions. 
They share their entire story. I can see their true selves 
when they’re texting or writing about a need.”

In a few short weeks, Manuel has come to value the 
environment and culture of The Pride Center. “Over 
and over in my first days, I heard so many say, ‘we are a 
family,’” he says. “There is so much support from staff 
to each another. People do their work better. People 
come to work happy, they like what they do.”

He’s also learning daily how diverse is the community 
in which he serves. “It’s not that I didn’t accept everyone 
or judged anyone before, but when I started working 
here I quickly was surrounded by so many types of 
people that I knew existed but I didn’t interact with 
regularly,” says Manuel.  “I suddenly was interacting 
with such diverse people. It was a quick reminder of 
my own ignorance in some ways. I wanted to overcome 
that feeling. Within days I felt comfortable talking to 
so many.”

Manuel says he wants to learn all he can in his new 
role--professionally, personally, relationally.  “One of 
the reasons I was excited to get involved at The Center 
was I wanted to find people that have the same interests 
as me,” says Manuel.  “I want to build long lasting, true, 
real friendships. Will I be able? I guess I’ll find out.”

Vision 2015 Contributors
John Graves Society - 

$500,000
John C. Graves Charitable Fund of the 

Community Foundation of Broward

Cornerstone Society - 
$250,000

Gil Corwin
Pillar Society - $100,000

Anonymous
Jan Carpenter and Dale Russell

Mona Pittenger

Luminary Society - 
$50,000

J. Michael Heider, DDS and Thom Carr
Kenneth M. Goss

Former Broward County Mayor Ken 
Keechl and Ted Adcock

John Ramos and Tim Caldwell
Richard Schwarz and Tom Massey

Star League - 
$25,000

Doug Candler
Forest Trace Luxury Resort and Adult 

Community
James Jagielski

George A. Kling, MD

Estate of James Rampe
Attorney Arthur B. Smith

Jim Stepp and Peter Zimmer
Sunshine Athletic Association

Doug Tinklepaugh and James Zinman
Estate of Lawrence Zinman

Equality League -
 $10,000

D.C. Allen and Ken Flick
Estate of C. Michael Johnson

Hansen Realty
Vince Di Pietro
Paul Galluccio

Mark Gordon and Aldo Buono
Ed Nicholas and Chris Griswold
Chuck Nicholls and Mark Turner

Coleman Prewitt
The Bears of South Florida  

Visonary Circle - 
$5,000

Anonymous
In Memory of Gilbert Anko

Darcy Beeman
Ilene Berliner and Maura Lane

John Bowles
Mark Budwig and Nick Scalzo

Michael Dager and Harvey Shapiro

Michael Dane and Alex Quintero
Chris Dunham and Joseph Dominguez

Gregory P. Gaddis and David R. Stack, III
Gay Bridge

In Memory of Rick Gibson
Cal Harrison
Tyler Healis

Kenneth Hollander Charitable Foundation
Robert L. Hubbard and Bill Greeves

Friends of Stephen Jerome
Dr. David Kyner and Richard Bray 

Christopher  Mahon, MD
W. Lynn McLaughlin and David Webb

Ken Merrifield and Fred Berger
David Moon and Eugene Smith

Douglas Pew and Donald  Croxton
Michael Preihs and Khoi Loung
Bennett Quade and Paul Rolli
Herb Reis and William Coffey

SAGE Men’s Drop In
Don Schultz

Calvin Steinmetz and Brian Boyle
Stork’s Bakery
Dave Stubbins

Dean Trantalis, Esq.
Ted Verdone and John Curtin

Charles Walker
Sumner T. White

Vision 2015 charts the course for The Pride Center to be mortgage-free on our 5.5 acre equality Park campus.  We seek 
1,000 donors who will contribute $1,000 annually.  To join Vision 2015, contact roger roa at rroa@PrideCenterFlorida.org 

Leon Uses Marketing and Social 
Media to Improve LivesThe Grindr Guy

Tools for School
The Pride Center and GLBX once again hosted a successful 
kick-off to the annual Back to School 
Supply Drive. Each year, The Pride Center organizes diverse 
groups for school supply, food and holiday toy drives. 
Broward Education Foundation reports that our coalition of 
LGBT organizations provides more school supplies annually 
for local classrooms than any other group.
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 O f f e r  a v a i l a b l e  N o w  t h r u  A p r i l  3 0 t h  2 0 1 4  O n l y !

4 Day Cruise Itinerary Includes a full day at Nassau 
in the Bahamas (Friday) and a full day in Key West (Sunday)

$100 refundable deposit
reserves your room and perk!

Receive pre-paid gratuities, value of up to $30 per day

Receive $100
on board credit, per stateroom

just book an
ocean view room
or higher, and 
choose from 
these 3 offers! 

Free Gratuities
for two, per stateroom

Free Classic
Beverage Package

From Coral Gables to Boca Raton and all over 
Wilton Manors, colorful signs are showing 
up.  “I AM PRIDE Community Discount Card 

Proudly Accepted Here” appears in businesses ranging 
from pet sitting to hotels, restaurants to hair salons.

Here’s what one of our members says about her 
I AM PRIDE card.  “I love my I AM PRIDE Card 
because it gives me great discounts at many of my 
favorite business,” says Julia, member since 2011.  
“Not only does my membership support The Pride 
Center but I’m saving money too!  What could be 
better than that?”  

Businesses, too, see the rewards and benefits of the 
I AM PRIDE card.  “We are glad to be involved with 
The Pride Center, says Nicki Rose, owner of Java 
Boys. “We are more than happy to help support the 
LGBTQ community.  Please come by and use your ‘I 

AM PRIDE’ card and receive 10% off on our coffees”. 
Java Boys is located in the Shoppes of Wilton Manors.

Since its inception last August, The Pride Center has 
issued almost 1,000 I AM PRIDE cards. Anyone that 
joins The Pride Center as a paid member receives the 
card. Memberships are an integral part of the funding 
for the many essential programs and services provided 
by The Pride Center to our community.

It costs businesses nothing to participate in the “I AM 
PRIDE” Discount Program.  The program is intended 
to promote local businesses, help increase sales and 
traffic, as well as adding extra benefits to members of 
The Center.  A complete list of participating businesses 
can be located on The Pride Center website, www.
PrideCenterFlorida.org. 

If you are a business owner or manager and would like 
to learn more about this program contact Roger Roa, 

Director of Development, at (954) 463-9005 ext. 105 
or WomenWithPride@PrideCenterFlorida.o. To learn 
more about becoming a Member and receiving your own 
I AM PRIDE card, contact us today!

Have you used your I Am PrIDe Community Discount Card?
By Bryon Bowlby

Dunham Gift to Women with Pride
Chris Dunham recently gave $5000 to The Pride Center’s Women 
with Pride program. Women with Pride helps provide local LBTQ 
women and their allies with the health information, education, social 
support, connection, recreational opportunities and linkage services 
they deserve. To learn more about Women with Pride, contact Roya 
at 954.463.9005.

A little over a year ago, I had only lived in South 
Florida for five weeks or so.  At that point, I 
knew no one.  I always had enjoyed cycling 

and had heard about this charity ride I thought I would 
like to do.  

There was a casual Meet and Greet one afternoon at 
someone’s house.  His name was Chris Caputo. I didn’t 
know it at the time, but he would become the first friend 
I made here.  

I was terrified of walking into a room of people I 
didn’t know, but I forced myself to go. Every cell in 
my body was rebelling against me as I walked up to 
the door.  Just as I approached, Chris opened the door 
for the pizza delivery guy and yelled, “Hey! I guess 
you are here for the ride.  And with that sentence, I was 
welcomed inside. 

I remember sitting at Chris’s table, talking to his friends 
Kevin and Drew. I must have looked terrified because they 
were so sweet to me, and I have never forgotten that.  I 
honestly figured that after the ride, I’d never see them 
again.  Boy, did I get that one wrong.

 I committed to do this shorter ride called Bike It For 
Life.  As soon as the ride was over, we were sitting inside 
The Pride Center and Chris saunters up to me and says 
(ever so nonchalantly),  “So, you want to do SMART 
Ride?”  I looked at him like he had lost his mind.   I 
could never in my wildest dreams ride 165 miles to Key 
West.  I wanted to, but I didn’t think I was physically 
capable of doing it.  If you know Chris, he doesn’t give 
up that easily.  Fast forward a few months and guess who 
is signed up for SMART  Ride?  Yep, this kid.   

At one of our Pride Pack meetings at The Center, I met 

this girl who is also from 
Brooklyn. She comes up 
to me and says: “I like you, 
we’re gonna be friends.” 
Just like that; and we are.  
It still makes me laugh to 
this day, but those meetings 
are where you talk to the 
people on your team and 
get to know each other.  I 
found myself sitting with 
Robert and Joe at many of 
them.  That is essentially 
how our friendship came to 
be:  just sitting next to each 
other, laughing and talking 
at Pride Pack meetings.

 On one of our training rides, I was riding beside 
Kristofer. We were talking about making ice cream and 
all of the flavors we wanted to create that summer. I 
was full of questions about SMART Ride and concerns 
about whether or not I could actually do it.  He wanted 
me to meet this pastor; he felt she could be a good 
sounding board for me. He had no idea, or maybe he 
did.  LT (Pastor Leslie) has become one of my closest 
friends, and I spent the better part of the two day ride 
from Miami to Key West with her.  Those moments 
riding together, especially Card Sound Road, cemented 
what is now a wonderful friendship.  

Even after training for months for SMART Ride, I 
felt overwhelmed by the distance.  One of the guys said 
to me, “Think of it as a series of 20 mile increments.  
You only have to get from this 20 miles to the next 20 
miles.” Believe it or not, that made a huge difference in 
my mindset.  It no longer seemed insurmountable.  

It’s funny to look back at that moment when you first 
meet the people who now form such a big part of your 
life. I never imagined that this group would capture my 
heart, become some of the most important people in the 
world to me and change my life forever.

My cycling group is more than just the people I ride 
with. We have spent hours upon hours on the road 
together, training together, changing flats together, 
laughing together, teasing each other, sharing our 
nutrition bars and hanging out together after rides. I 
absolutely adore them.

Being a part of our Pride Pack team for SMART Ride 
has changed me in ways that are hard to explain.  It has 
been one of the most challenging and rewarding things 
I’ve ever done.  You will go into it thinking you want to 
do something good for someone else and you ARE, but 
what you don’t realize is that what you get out of it is 
exponentially more than you gave.  The bonds that are 
made with your team, the people you will meet during 
this experience, the camaraderie, the love and support 
you get from each other is immeasurable.

The experience of SMART Ride has been a precious 
gift.  It gave me the gift of my friends, who are so 
much more than that--they are my family.  It gave me a 
personal challenge to meet head on and overcome with 
confidence, and it gave me the gift of being able to do 
good for others.

Thank you SMART Ride; thank you (SR Founder) 
Glen Weinzimer; thank you Pride Center; and thank you 
to my friends, without whom I never would’ve made 
the journey.

SMART Ride 11 is a 165 mile bike ride from Miami 
to Key West on November 21-22. 100% of the funds 
raised go to direct HIV services at seven agencies 
across Florida, including The Pride Center.  For more 
information on riding, crewing or donating, please visit 
www.TheSMARTRide.org

How I met my Friends What SMART Ride means to me
By Cheryl Bennett

Did you know?
+We will host more than 3,000 
group meetings at The Pride 
Center this year

+The Pride Center spearheaded 
a local initiative to create a tri-
county LBT Women’s Health 
Directory with over 300 culturally-
competent healthcare providers

+Over 180 people attended our 
last Founders Circle reception.  
Founders donate at least $100 
monthly to support our vital 
programs and services.
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Did you know?
+The Pride Center designed a 
powerful anti-HIV-stigma campaign 
in conjunction with the Department 
of Health that is running on 
Broward County public buses

+Our Women with Pride program 
hosts a monthly book club

+ Our Women with Pride program 
hosts regular holistic health 
seminars as part of our Vital 
Signs series.

+The Pride Center’s Healthcare 
Navigator links people daily to vital 
medical care

Founders Circle reception at Alpine Jaguar
Alpine Jaguar hosted and sponsored a recent 
Founders Reception in their stunning showroom 
surrounded by sleek automobiles. Funds donated 
by Founders Circle underwrite life-enhancing 
programs and services to the community. To 
learn more about Founders, contact Roger Roa at 
RRoa@PrideCenterFlorida.org
Photos by Stephen Lang

New monthly Sunday Bingo
The Pride Center recently launched 
an additional monthly Bingo event 
on the fourth Sunday afternoons. 
We continue to provide Bingo the 
second Saturday night of each 
month. To learn more about Bingo, 
contact Janet at 954.463.9005.

“Sharing Our Stories” Trans ed event
Our collaborative community transgender 

educational series recently hosted an 
inspiring evening exploring “The Power of 
Our Histories” with Dr. Jean Rich. To learn 
more about trans services, contact Bishop 

S.F. Makalani-Mahee at 954.463.9005.
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Directory These businesses represent some of our valuable supporters. 
To become a Business Founder, please contact Roger Roa:
RRoa@pridecenterflorida.org  954.463.9005

Home · Auto · Marine
Commercial · Umbrella

954.564.7772
dunhamins.com

Protecting the Lifestyle to Which you are Accustomed

dunham_ins_sfgn_16p-c.indd   1 6/25/2012   2:00:17 PM

First Congregational Church 
of Fort Lauderdale (United Church of Christ)

2501 NE 30th Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306

Phone: 954.563.4271
Fax: 954.563.4467

Sunday worship:  10:30 a.m.
Contact us: mail@uccftl.org

Our website: http://www.uccftl.org

Residential   Commercial   Yacht

T. 866.605.8111
E. Contact@FrancesHerrera.com
W. www.FrancesHerrera.com

We share a desire to take  
our community to new heights.

Wealth & Investment Management | Trust & Estate Services 
Private Banking | Family Office Services

As a renowned provider of exceptional service for more than 120 years, we 
believe that everyone deserves peace of mind. And as a trusted financial partner 
with a history of stability, unsurpassed service and integrity, we are committed to 
helping LGBT individuals and same-sex couples navigate their unique financial and 
estate planning complexities.

For more information, visit northerntrust.com/lgbt or contact: 

William O’Leary, Vice President
954-768-4051

 

2679Q54585_TheVoice_4.875x5.25.indd   1 10/17/13   10:57 AM

 954.563.7611
 954.772.8890

3041 N Andrews, Wilton Manors, FL  33311
1007 E Commercial Blvd., Oakland Park , FL  33334

¹ At participating offices. Results vary. All tax situations are different. Fees apply if you have us file a corrected or 
amended return. The IRS allows taxpayers to amend returns from the previous three tax years to claim additional 
refunds to which they are entitled. Applies to individual tax returns only. OBTP#B13696 ©2013 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

 DID YOU 
LEAVE
MONEY  ON THE TABLE?

We find money others miss! If you didn’t use H&R Block, bring 
in your 2012, 2011 and 2010 taxes for a FREE Second Look® Review.1 A H&R Block 
tax professional will review them for accuracy and double check to see if you 
claimed all eligible tax credits and deductions you deserve. We might be able to 
find you more money – for FREE! Call today to make your appointment.

 
 

 
 

HRBLOCK.COM

A not for profit healing arts center 
committed to providing equal 

access to high quality holistic care.

She offers additional 
acupuncture 
services like facial 
rejuvenation, esoteric 
acupucnture and 
much more.

We are proud to welcome 
Dr. Réquel Lopes!

ACUPUNCTURE • CHIROPRACTIC

MASSAGE • REIKI SERVICES

Make your appointment today!

954.530.4832
2038 N. Dixie Hwy.

Wilton Manors, FL  33305

www.camp4health.org
(954) 707-6915

MetroMediaWorks.com

iPhone/Android

Development

SEO & Social

Media Marketing

Web Design

WE OFFER:

Redefine your life.    
Recovery from addiction 

is possible

call admissions today  

954-332-0599
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A community center couldn’t 
exist without the vital role that 
volunteers      play each day.  

Ten years ago when I became a Center 
volunteer, I recall feeling important and 
knowing what I was doing was making a 
difference. “This still rings true today.”

This testing volunteer not only stands out 
because he is a Pride Center Volunteer, but 
he is a community activist.  RJ was born in 
La Grange, IL in the same town where his 
father was born. It’s still the hometown of his 
mother and two brothers.

RJ’s desire to help was clear during his time 
employed at the MCC Church. He engaged 
with many LGBT people in the congregation 
who were living with HIV. “I felt a sense 
of both urgency and care for marginalized 
people,” says RJ.  “That was the turning point.  
I knew that I’d help in any way I could.”

RJ shares about his first involvement 
as an HIV Tester: “When Howard Brown 
Health Center put out a call for HIV testers 
I responded.  The job was part time with a 
focus on men who went to bathhouses.  I had 
the opportunity to meet some fascinating 
people and heard all sorts of life stories 
from them.”

After moving to Fort Lauderdale, RJ 
quickly found an organization where he 

could continue to utilize his talents. ”Now 
at The Pride Center, I am currently assigned 
the day shift on Fridays and I am able to 
meet people from diverse populations,” 
he says.  “We talk; I listen. It’s those 
connections that make being a tester at The 
Pride Center worthwhile”.

In addition to being an HIV Tester, RJ 
is currently enrolled in graduate school. 
Fulfilling the promise he made to himself 
to help people, he also manages and drives 
The Hopper, a free area shuttle service in 
Wilton Manors.  

To combine his hobby with his passion, 
RJ has been involved with The SMART 
Ride for the past four years crewing, 
cycling and raising money. He rides with 
The Center’s Pride Pack team.  “Since I’ll 
be riding in the SMART Ride again this 
year, a portion of my Hopper tips goes to 
my cause, RJ shares with a big smile.  “I’m 
rider #199.”

“From delivering newspapers to being 
a police officer, I can honestly say I’ve 
worked hard all my life, and yet I’ve never 
really worked a day in my life,” says RJ.  “I 
enjoyed it all. I will continue to be activist. 
I’ve ridden my bicycle across Alaska.  I’ve 
worked in rural Kenya. I still dream of doing 
more to help others.”

Spotlight:  
Getting to Know an HIV 
Testing Counselor 

RJ Hadley 

Occupation: 
Green Hopper Driver

Born: December 13, 1962

Hobbies:  
cycling and sharing an 
upbeat affirming message 
outlook on life

Join The Pride Center as a member Today!
Types of membership:
•Individual	 	 $40	per year

•Household	 	 $70	per year

•Student	(under 25) $30 per year

•Senior	(over 65)  $30 per year

•Friends	 	 	 $200	per year

•Best	Friends		 $500	per year

•Founders	Circle	starting at $1,200 per year*

*Additional Founder Levels are available.  

Contact 954.463.9005

Senior Health Expo

Premier Sponsor Presenting Sponsor Sapphire Sponsor Emerald Sponsor Ruby Sponsor

Over 50 LGBT medical, senior living, social 
service, insurance, financial, legal, travel 
and home health providers participate in 
this trade show. Flu shots and testing for 
hearing, sight, cholesterol, glucose, blood 
pressure, HIV and more will be offered!

5th Annual 
LGBT

Connect 
with Your 

Community

Engaging educational seminars focusing 

on topics of interest to the mature LGBT 

community; A variety of medical testing, 

lots of give-aways and great door prizes;

Free coffee & pastries in the morning and 

free lunch to the first 300 attendees.

Sat. 10am - 2pm
Oct. 18, 2014

2040 N. Dixie Highway,
Wilton Manors, Florida 33305

www.PrideCenterFlorida.org

By Listron Mannix


